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many contemporaries and followers but few rivals* Fiction
now begins to develop in abundance, Saikaku, Bakin,
Sanma, and Ikku being famous names—the last two
humorists, the first two serious historical novelists—one
naturalistic and one romantic.
When Europe and America compelled Japan to enter
the modern world she had a remarkable culture of her
own and a disciplined people ready for the effort and
sacrifice involved in the heroic task of modernization. If
she has 'taken opportunities of falling into temptation*—
the phrase is that of Dr, Nitobe—she has not been slow
to prove that she has very good reasons for following bad
examples. If she 'played the assiduous ape1 to China she
has done as well by the West. If she has imitated she has
done it well, and has adapted what she has borrowed with
amazing skill and tenacity.
THE SPIRIT OF SIXTEENTH-CENTURY JAPAN
(a) Hideyosht's Afaxtms
Life is like a long journey with a heavy pack. Let thy pace be
slow and sure. Stumble not. Know that hardship is man's natural
lot and there is no place for grumbling or despair. When vaulting
ambition rears itself remember days of adversity. Forbearance is the
root of quietness and steadfastness. Look on wrath as thine enemy.
If thou knowest only victory—woe unto thee: ill fortune awaits
thee. Blame thyself not others.
(*) His Morals
(From a letter to his wife about his concubine Yodo.)
We have the enemy like birds in a cage, and are in no danger.
Pray set your mind at rest.
I long for the Young Lord my son, but must not yield for the
sake of die future....
I am looking after my health, and even having moxa (cautery).
I am telling the Daimyos they may send for their wives,,, and
I want Yodo. Please make arrangements for her journey, and tell
her that next to you she is my favourite..,.	May, 1590.
(c) From a letter of Francis Xavier
These people charm my heart. They are more delicately minded
than we.

